3J6        HISTORY OF ENGLISH EDUCATION

King George's Jubilee Trust. Thefunds raised were devoted
largely to the purchase of playing-fields. The National
Fitness Council was setup in 1937 to administer Govern-
ment grants for improving physical training and providing
facilities for recreation. But in September 1939 the National
Fitness Council was replaced by the National Youth Com-
mittee, which took a wider view of what 'youth welfare'
meant; and this was made clear in a circular (No. 1486) of
more than usual importance, issued by the Board of Educa-
tion in November of the same year. It pointed out that in
spite of the efforts of the voluntary organisations and of the
L.E.A.s there was still a lack of provision of opportunities
for the social and physical development of boys and girls
between the ages of fourteen and twenty, who had ceased
full-time education. It urged every L.E.A* to "take steps to
see that properly constituted Youth Committees exist in
thek areas/' The duty of these committees would be to
ascertain local needs and decide where assistance could best
be given, and by so doing to strengthen the hands of local
authorities and voluntary organisations. There was a large
response to this appeal, and in a further circular (No, 1503)
of March 1940 the Board made clear the grants which were
available for youth service and the conditions under which
they would be made. In June 1940 the Board issued yet
another circular (1516), entitled The Challenge of Youth,
which was designed to give some guidance to L.E.A.
Youth Committees on the general aim and scope of their
work. This was defined as "developing the whole per-
sonality of individual boys and girls to enable them to take
their place as full members of a free community." Thus
youth welfare was recognised as a province of further educa-
tion side by side with primary and secondary education.
There was to be no State-controlled uniformity. The func-
tion of the State was to focus the efforts of youth service,